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30 YEARS IN COMICS:
Joe Colquhoun Speaks Out!
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Strlking Jos Colquhoun artwark from LIOW 6th Mary;19561. Th
. ¥ a ® layout of thinm
"Faddy Fayma" page im quite dramatic for thak pariod, when lagyoutm wars wery

;Hanlrian in K.F. comica. Copyright IPC Magazines 1942,
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JOE
COLQUHOUN

Joa Colguhoun{prosousced Co-hounlis perbaps the ultipmate British comicw
prtist.Hia carder han coversd the poricd from the Fflrot boom in sdven-
ture comic atrips is the early 195%0'a to the present day,yet 1t was mot
ustil recently,with tho addition of credit=lines im BATTLE that ha was
able to galn proper recogal tionm for hie work.Over the past thirty years
L has besn working eolidly,comatamtly producing ektrips of ths highest
guality over the eatire feld of juvenile adventure.Though he hao
paffered the apoaysity of all Britiseh comic artists thers can ba faw
peaple who are oot familiar wlith bBis work,bBe 1t om Football Fasily
hobineon; Zarga,Man of Mystery;Z%lp Molan or many others.le 18 curremtly
producing,is comjonction sith Pat Hille, some of bis best work ever om
"Charley's War" for BATTLE.Jos Colguhoun i@ a true profossionsl and im
beld in high estess by his colleagues, the etaff at IPC and the youmg
lads who write to BATTLE pralsisg his work.

The following imtorviow with Jos wap conducted early i 1582.The inter=-
viower i@ Stephes Oldman,

5.,0.: HBow snd why did you enter the comice field?

J.C.z T'd always wasted to draw,ever sioce T was old enough to plek up

o pencil, and of couree I epent all of By spare time drawing.Tn fact I
got bold of an old ledger when I was pretity young and used to draw page
aftor page of otoriss T'd sade up,Ecatly im the adventurs line;desert
igland; war which I suppose,even in that onrly stage,sorved me in good
staad [or wbhat war to coma.

1 was brought up oa the wsual diet moet kide bad is those daye;"Comic
Cale" wa used to call thes.Them there were the "tu®penny Bloods™;HAEET;
CHAMPLON; TRIOHPH; WIEARD; HOTEPUR, which wore all writien setorles,asd very
woll writtem for what you pald,with ocoe-off Lllustratlons.] always re-
mambor a chap called Simmons im CHAMPTON and TRIUMPH and s chap callad
Chopman, who stood out to me a8 vory good artists.

Kide with above-average draving abdlity wers oftem lionized at school
and one gobt a falee sease of oae's copabilities at the tlme becauco
thers was oo competition.Though I wam interested in the comle Biripa In
ite vory simor fore it waen't roally my ambitiom %0 be am artist.The war
wos about Eo start sod we dida't think too much aboul the futura.inyway,
1 mpnmged to get into p locel art school Kingetom=-Oo-Thames,aboat half-
way through tho war and did & short spell before Joiming the Wawy.

1 case out of the Wavy sbout 1947 and went back to the art school on a
=ore prolomged course in book §llustratlon.Tils knocked a lot of the
rough edges and crudities off my work.] still had a dorsant hankering
for the couie-strip flield but the fleld was very,very Limited at thae
ti®e.EAOLE bad just come out,but at my preseat stage of development I
ropliged 1 hadnit s bope in hell of getting ie there.Them suddenly I

@a¥ a0 gdvort in & trade magorine for artists to submif samples Lo o mew
praject publighing independant comica,and T jumped at this with alacrity.
1 et a eouple of ex-0.1.'s aod they seesed gquite pleased with the oam—
plee 1 bad froa art echool, though,as T subsequently found out,wlth the
feam they paid they'd have besn glad to get anybody.They pald tha
priocely oum of £1.50 per page.0ur work wes crude and rushed;it bad to
big.The priomting was atroclous,and though we had & foothold in the sarket

‘wé rarely saw our work im print.The very first publication I saw of By

1



own work gave me the sost cuphoric feeling I'we ever had.It's kike lears-
ing to ridé a bike oF havwlog your Flrat womas 1 suppose never to ba re-
poated.We ware dolng one-off storles,covering war, westerns, space stuff,
ssplionags; very Amarican orienluled, nretiy wall wrltten, all done by Lhe
Tanks.l wan thera for ? or 8 sontha and certainly dida't sarn a fortuns
though 1 learned spesd and o cortaln asount of alickness.lowever, Lhe
goneral consensan wes that thie cutft was done for;ee hodn't besn paid
for a hell of & time,l"d juel g6t sarried and Ehings were proliy grio.
Bith nothing lo lose, | masaged Lo Eebl an interview sith the odilor of
EMILE.T showed him the spacis-sns 1'd manaped bo salvage frum ihe Amerli-
caneg aRd he was very compasslivoate bt obvwiously 1t wamm® b quito whal ke

wantad.He sald “Why don't you g0 acfoss to ALP.(imalgemsted Press), lhey: ve

Just brovght cut a new comlc called LIOR®,so T thought "What's to lose?",
T paw thers amolber mice chap called Stan Boddingion.LION wes a bit sore
down-sarket than EAGLE and he seemed quite Smpressed.Onfortusstely,sll
Lha atorien were tied op 4in LTOA 8o in desperatios [ ssld "Of course,T
write scripts &8s well"(1s truth,T7*4d never done anytbing in By 1ife)iHe
Pricied bis sars up at that,and sent ne awsy to do & specieen pdvanture
strip. 5o, very influssced by wy 0.5, debut,T flogged out a story about
the Mary in the Fackflc war.My symopmis produced an eple of 100 lnstal-
mentG. ranglng froa a falrly logicsl beginning to a resbllng climax. Tt
didn't g dawn too well.They irdmed 11 out at a sbory conference,and we
thrashed 1t out ond condensed 1t down to quite & neat four-slory jou?
Fhioo thay relegated me Lo tho ol-:ggling CHAMPION,which wan still maialy
writton stories.They did bave a Ews-page centrespresd and ithey got =s io
writa and drpr snobtber eplc,which ram For 04 installments, called
"Legioamalire Torry's Desert Jusst" shich was all very mach =y own work
W1EN very little interference frow Lie sub-edituore who subgegquent]y
bocame Lthe bamo of By 11fe in script writimg.

Gu0.: How did Rhis script writerfartlut afrafigimsnt sirk oul in pracitce?

JuCur Just for the record,the firsi four imstalsents of "Hoy of the
Hovers® wora writtem by Frank S.Peppor,amd 1T was ralieved bto think 194
finished with script-writing but unfortunately Pep,1 supposs, was geliing
om & bift amd couldn't cope.T was ashed to carry om Lthe poried.l had sBome
great rosarvations aboutl this becsuss T knew desn all sboul soccer really
but they said Lhey'd help with the techmteal detall and abratepy.We had
endless story conferences which oecensitated me goimg wp to the office
dry-mouthod soath after month.It waem*t a terribly happy tima.0ther than
those four inetalments,up to the esd of the fret 5 yoar atint om "oy
of the Roverp™ I wrote and 1llusirated all the storias T 4id4.T7 aever
wrote any suriple for any other artieto but I comsldar mysell am artlst
Firat and a writer socomdjthe writing was o Rafpy eapediest Lo pel foto

b.F. Writing never come terribly maturally b0 me,compared bo tho draalng.
They sessed bo like Lb quite =i, though 1% ot progreculvely more that
a hell of & lot of §t wae wdlted nut,unbll I got o frustrated 1| evest-
vally hurled the gepiptwriting la.

5.0.: 50 bow were Lhe paysents arramged?

J+Ce? Dhaplbta tRe weiting wing leso nabturally thoam the arbtwurk, il
@ldn® L take s b, A tW=poge scFlpt foF Hoy certalnly didn®t take on
lang as bwo pagasa of artwork , bul Ehe rFablo ol poy was leos Lhoupgh 1
think it was ;-h.pﬂ!i!.'lﬂa_l:lr pbant FtEsE par hdures work.

5.0.¢ In those sarly daye, vhat sere your onais ariistizc dnfloasces?

JuCsi The artiat that ioflucnco! oo moet lm this Mald san Eoad old glex
Haymond of "Hip Kirky" fame.] thooght bBe wan o geafus.ills dislinct stylse,

econaaY,a super ralio of black and shite,s minimum of hatchimg...1t was
the guintessence of what I Ffalt 1'd be bappy to ssglate,snd thie infla-

enced slayed with me o long Lloc,until my own technique amd atyle developed.

I the influence still ghows I'd be bloody happys
B

S.0.: Have you aver besn affected by the changos in ownership and organ-
igation at &.F./Fleotway/TFCT

JeCet Yom,twa or three times.Il camn't recall eXactly whether it wase the
chenge from AF to Fleetway or Fleeiway to IPC,aomd thers have baen savaral
changea in the hisrarchy,but a few heads have rolled from time to tima
vhick was wory discomncerting.The changes affected me adversely initially,
though in the and I came off better finenclally.At the tims of the change
from AF to Flestwny a lot of strange new faces appeared in thoe Editorials
and causéd upheaval in an abttespt to soderniss and updats what wers
becoulng rather pedestrian publications.is frealancera,ws worked,in vary-
ing degrees, far away from the office pnd dide't koow what the hell was
galng on.I;at the time,was working oo "Paddy Foyne" for sy pacond or
third year and I never resliped anything was in the offing until suddesly
I was told to belay ey laat work and stop the instalment T was doleg, pfd
that was itiNo explanation = T was out of work!Floslly,what we wera told,
dus to the recoastruciion of LION and TIGER thay were calling in,an
trouble-shootere,a lot of Comtinental artiste.l presusma the now rogime
thought thess guye & lot slicker and technically superior to use,asd
posclibly they were;though ultimately T was returned to "Faddy Fayme"

with & olight incresse in foem.It ceaused & falr amount of resentment am-
ongat the British guys.¥s thought these guys wore pratty good bubt they
didn't geoem to offer such more than we were able to supply and they were
boing paid less,the rate of exchange belng Favourable to ue at the time,
Thersafter I felt pretty insecure;] wan shakem out of ay complacemcy. It
bas never occurred to that degree slnce,though I've had other upselts.
Though the new faces never intentionmlly did the dirty om me they wersa'l
avarse to lesleting T drop a steady job.Casoe in polot;"The Football Fam-
ily Robimsce® which I really enjoyed.They asked me to drop that and pilet
o Ereat mew project,and in time thie "great sew story" would be shelved
indefinitely.Thers I was,no Jab,snd oo apologies.ln the ead T made my
foelings kmown.I told them:*This is bloody ridiculous;thie 18 Jecpard-
izging my careor",I came to a good agreemenkt with them but nd contract;
they pever slgned any contract.3ince them I've pever had any trouble.

8.0.¢ How do you wiew the reallies in the present day "Roy of the Rovera™?

JuCut T sust admlt T baven't kept in touch with the storyline of Roy,
though I think Barrie Toslinson,wkd was the group editor until wery
recantly influenced the temdency of Roy to progrese (0 a =0ore realistie
and pophigticated level.I have an open mind about it.Barrie Qid a lot to
liven up the storyline but T don't think it would hold much away with the
avérags reader.All T keow 18 that it wouldn't have been allowed to happes
in my da¥,dus to the policy at the Tima.

5.0.% Wara you then,subject to a lot of editorigl pressuresd

JsCsr Tom,ws wers really limited.i 1ot of it was sub-edited.Ferhape they
played dowm to the resders too such them,and perbaps they play up oo
high abowe the readers mow.Ferhaps a compromise Lo the thing.I got very
frustrated becauss I thimk it'a awfully difficult for an adult writer to
relate to the mind of a youngeter.it thoe time thore wao aloost o boardisg
#chool mopaetie mentality im the strict consorohip.You were mever allowed
to momtion womem.Obce,T managed ko bricg in Roy's landlady aed aven Ehat
|“' suspoct.[t's unbelievable in thio day and age,but that's The way it
Wad.

5.0.; Have the weskly schedulea caused you many problems?

J.Cs1 From the beglonimg, serislisation ie one of the world's worst ways
of mahing & living,The deadlines snd pressures becose pretty punitive
from time to time.The worst thimg io whem you're trylng get aboad for a
haliday,nad up comss bloody Easter amd the office rings up to &ay you've
got Lo galn another four doye.When you're workimg six or seves daye a
weok it's practically lmpossible, but you do it somehow.There were pericds
whenm I was & bit more ambdtious,or needed to ears a bit more money,that T
took oo smoual jobs as well, and even though you could be a bt mors slap-
]




dash, it wan atill 5 hell af o Ertmd, How, T take on an Little work am I can da
ant =011l rematm solvent.! try to work Mondny to Friday,7as to Gpm,but 11
Just depends.If there'm a cant of Ehoussmdefdia the mtrip) with the %tk KEli-
tione gring over the lop 4t takem me & IoF 1o Frr,

S.0.r Doam Fiur mbttituds ko your wirk ¥4y wikh toe job you're A m et

Jefo: T think T e moy with a0 eerisln Antimfaction that T'*e always Eriad
to do Ehe berat T cam En any Job. Yo knnw there's & readerchip oub Fhers svme-
whera, se you Feel you want to do the best For your own prida,.ne wall am to
Juntt I'y sour wagas. nN{$ epurEeE, iad noripte do have & S ronpineg affect:-T Feel
happi=r when T kmow | have o rapport elth the author,aien If 1°we Bever mok
Lhe guy.The tims shen T wam leacb intorested dn my work sqn whom T snded up
on AIGSTER.T enjoyed “"Eargn” wery such,bub tainp wap rather minri-livad pad T
wam Felegated to a rathor childlch moript “The Skhi-Board Squad",and “Tha Ruan-
away Foblneons,n Little Orphan Annke Eype of thing, which wsem't qub ke ny
liAe. Thin was no Fault of Eha adthor, bk just #5+=m'E By scens.

T thinh [*w0 alwnye tended to put s bit more in fy work tham a Few of my
rollesguen. ! thinkh Eher're wiser, bher @oem to have learmt tha acogomy af lima,
ombasion i always more d1fficult than over working.T thisk ay maim fallinge
in thie type of artwark 1a that T tend to put im everything and the kitchan
sink s lot of &t gets lost in the reproduction, thorofors im sErict terms t's
8 warte of tiee,and,in thfie game, time Ln Boney.1%ve bosm 3 BIE of & mug 1
that ragpect bub the lespard can't ehoags bbo sootp.

SGallaz Touw obsiouely pat a Int of carn inks woufr calour atripe: "Fonkhall Fam
1ly Robinron" and "Kid CRansleon™.Would wau 1lk= Fn dn sopst

Jalar I raally nnjoyed ining Lhe colmir work. T mwe regpecis 41t'& ®dch more
ful fAkling Ehom black and white,The next hopt thing 1% lias and wash, which I
¥aA able Lo do for a Falir time 1w TIOFR becgies oF the LEEho printling. Tt th
lattererass bk'n 3 wery 1ialted nedium, #ith the cross-natehfne and mra ldimg
I'm ot am happy with thot e T ap with erllour waph GF 1iaa and wanh taesn-
mlquas, bil agaln 1t's the ald,old stoey of econcmice.Fean 1 Lhera wara A
opprrtung Ly to g2 back to colour work § would Dihe to 4o Ti,bul omly IF thay
pald a Jigtifliable Fes Par Sha eonfidarable sxtra wnork and prprrblas fnwel vad,

S i Do youm have g 1ot of 41 firulty getting a chanre of jobe shen Fou're
beconing bored with tha AELFlp ¥ou're wnrking on?

J.tor Bincs T've boen on BATFLE i've Fe1i no desire to change, bat T Ffound
itht atblitids amongat sdltors be bea most prevalent when T aan na “"Hay of the
Ao¥ere™ round aboue® bhat perlod,] found Hoy a BIt of a baring subject,nol
befng a £reat fam of fatball,and afier four aF FI¥6 Feare of drawime thass
hlrody halry-arasd featbgllers berring armand morniag.Aanon and st ekt 11 eok
me down oa 1ok, wambed (he "|_-....‘_.!:r Faysie' alal bm L1OM_ amd 1E tonk ms g ksl
of & Job to gat off Faya The contiasal b W waR UEe fam"t get anyone ales ko
dix LE™. but 17 4€ EBad come ta the eridark they*4 have fowad anebthar blohe
elithin Five ascomds Mat,1%m mare ofF 48T fact,when I finally tnaiakad T
wanted a change Lhey foosd aomeafie to Ao bhb,and do 4t pretty suecessfully as
far m® T conuld per.The maln probles agpr findline annther arbi st wllltne En
BrYe oA from the alaot youil &afted, Thie really was & bligger probles than Ehe
Inartim of the edltora.The tasrciia dbid exi b around Ehe late 19%0 s ko &ld
1960 "' m there dafinitaly séened Lo be & conapiracy of =ditors io keep sou om
Lhe same slot 1f 1t was proving maccosaful.Thia alan happeasd on BUSTER, and
I had a bit of a job wsneling onto HATTIE.

Z.0.2 Wan your ageat helpful?

JaCa: I"we mever had an agent,I'm glad to say, a5 they take,what is 11,709
af oner sarminpgs, #hizh 15 4 falr old slice om lap of the imenma Eax anid
Matiomal Tomarance.

.0, Turing the 1960"g your work was publiaghad aplomgeide miach greate ae
Erie RAradbury Hike Wecktern,feoff Campiam,ats Were you pegre of Ehea at the
tima?

J.Cat WMo, Tou munt resembor thab,up until very recenily, IPC alwayn inainted
o andryalty.Even 1f you migned your name st the botkom,out of shesr pride
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Thism page, from the "Charley’s Wor™ spiscsde in BATTLE loth Aupust,1980,1a
perhape one of Joe Colquhoun® s most BeBsrable pieses illustrating both the
hapror and futulity of war.Tm the symbolle final panal, cheery young British
troops anwlttingly follow the path of patriotiss which 18 to lead to thele
graven in the taprible Battle of the Somne, The page 1a s emolire Lhat awen
Colqukoun, ita' artigt,was closs to Eears when re-reading 1t
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in your work,they whited it out.Ws resained anonymodn until wery,ve
recently whoen the credits went up im BATTLE, which in very Er-ult::"i.u:r‘l- a
way.fowever,I graduslly got to know who the various artists were, if only by
reputation,and formed a Few opilnions.T wasn't familiar with Western's work
in the mizties,but Bredbury,Lawrence and Campion I thought wers excellent
stuff.Canpion's work recently bss sssmsd to have fallen off a bit,T hate to
BaY,it may be the chap's been 111;ho may bo gotting om = bik, .

B.0.1 What about the newer artists?

JeCat T mover peem to get the Eims to gbud other publi L
avars of Cam Kennedy's work,shich I think 1s :tll.l; m‘:ﬁiﬁ’:?ﬂirfa:."”
Little sxceptionihe tomde to lesve tha backgrounds o bit vacent,bub the
presentation is superb,hip detallod and sccurste drawlng of war materisl im
apot on, to =y mind,and be's m dasn good Flgire draughtesam;there's a very
I-?-::-'lr:ﬁnn and wtiitude about thes,they could alsost be stills fros @

LY

S.0.t How pboutl Ehe Buropeano?

Je€ut T'm mot very familiar with amy of thess artiste,with the exceptios

:‘:"hli.:l?rl.:lhﬁﬂ-“ quits a stromg,gritty,abrasive sort of style which
En AP me parsonally but T can ses why he haa followl ’

a unigque atyle he's got. ' " TR

5:0s: Tou'we worked on s wide varisty of stri
pe;but are thars an |
have liked to have done more ofF % 4 p

JaCat That'sm easy."Football Family Robinson®™ was rather cat of ;
Even though 1t wam football, it was football with tunguu-i--ungﬂt:nsrgp;::'
of rather ribald huscur,and offered some good characterisation of the mtirs
family.It appesled to me,the zaniness of 1t really,and 1t hsd a good author,
:: Tully,The other oas,bumcur agaln, "Cop'e "Codemouth” my very first alap-
-+ ¢k, cartoon hosour,and I was quite plegned with it.Aleo,T wrokte tha acript,
# first time I'd written a script mimce I'd packed in after Roy,I felt I
:.u Just gettisg Into my stride whow it was cut off,The only other was
Inrgs = Manm of Mrstery'.knyiof thae pthere, I Ehiok, had reached saturatios
polnt,and I wam quite happy to move on.

8:0.: DObviougly,you bave a leasing to humoor.Wae thers sy huscur ' tiot
vho particularly appesled to you? ) d i

JeCo: Ome who appealed to ms T think was called Mobbhy Tlarke,who draw im
TIOER.T sloc belisve he did "Buster's Mary™.fe had a n.lrl.-:inn. flowing
line,smisble little characters and he drew super 1ittls dolly birde whem it
was sllowed.Dtker characters he d4id wers "Wild Bi11 ficcup" and s Luftwaffs
pllat from World War Two called "Hesay Schaltt™.T thought he wan an abeo-
lute screan.] think I'd like to ds sore humour wrk. "Charlay®a War" is sll
very well,but it's a sombre subject and believe it or mot,when you'rs stuck
dolong it day after day,it can be bloody dapreseing.Tt would be nice 1f 1
could find the time or the opportunity to do a ond-page on "The Goodles" or
"Cap'm Codsmouth®, just to relieve the tenston.

S.0.1r "Charley's War" is regarded by many fans and pro's alike as cne of
Ehé beab strips currently produced in Britain.Bow 40 you fesl about 1t7

JoCut First of all,I can osly say bow gratifisd and guit
quite oupriged I am

that 1t's viewed so favoursbly even By quite upmarket intellectuals.] was
agtounded that ome learned professor equated 1t with "A11 Quiet Om The
Wentern Froat" as a soclal document.That aeess a bit blgh=flying for me,
though I'm begineing to understand it in a way,thanks to the inspiratiom
and dedication of Pat Mille.T thimk this Bas Féeally rubbed of [ on =s.T
don't want to let bis down,and agaio I'®m very interssted in the subject,
oven though at times T Find 1t wery depressing and esotive.Particularly
Lhe sequence at the end of the Battle of the Somme.Tou'll find it hard to
belie¥e, but when T re-read that in it printed version T was cloos to Esars,
Just shows Bow involved you cam get I supposs.
When I wan first asked to take on “Charley "

¥'& War" after "Johnny Red™ I maid
:; the sditor "God Almighty,how sre you going to saks any mubjeet matisr
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bora: & aaEnle of Joa's cartoon techningue [rom the Bumour atrip
:n-ﬂ::;:ul.h:? This expsple is taken from JAG Eth July, 1968 Copyright 1PC

put of such a statie subject as trach warfareT", and Dave Funt{the adiior at
bhe time)nald "We'ws got s damn good suthor - he'll be able to pall it
through'. 14 never met Pat of knew of him, T wan GEill a Wit Il:u'p‘l‘li.'.nl.,b':t
ae it duveloped T began to realias that =& were onio gamething, 1t sseme

ta eateh on.T'we tried very hard to bring owt the reallsm im the trn:_nnhu
and most of thoe sorquences ia the siory are baned on Tactuml incldenta.

ihly
That might lead to a certaism amount of aathenticity which is H_"“H

E| 4 thunder,action-packad World War 7 atorfen.
Lackhing in the more blood an n 'L st o i

Finally and this Le sy opinion Qb illuatrates a §
Aying {:unn4'urn words 11ke Honour,Duty, Patriotisn, meant sossthing. T think

t atarimtic
i decent kids reading this epoch will have a paeaking, al®aon
E:H;;Ltnnt in this present rather sick and eelfieh wnrld, vith violence
and amoralibty ssemimg to pay dividends, they may think they're ml seing ouk
pm something.That'® a bLt pretentious,but think about Tt.

£.0,: How do you ses Gharley developing?
1.E.: Tt's really up to Pat,but T think the beri has pone.The Somms E=q-
usnce,had the greatest 1lp;1¢t,md we're ROW im the greater horrors of
Papschendasle.After that thare's only 1718 and the Areintice.Bomever,Fat
will probably pull posething spectacular out of Kis tin-hnk!
£.0,: Elmce the sid=girties there's been a mbteady decline im the nambEr af
titles published.What do you see af the reasone?

fecline ia due:
JoC.t 1 would think,or rather hazard a goess,that Lhe dec
a) to the ever 1=er'u=lug costa of prodoction, bl inept sanagemsmt policy

k hatl
by promoting new publications at the wrong time «ith inedéquate mar
r-:-uj;nr-:'h.. Aleo,some comice temd to dupllcate mabject matter,n Come ba proOTe

r
that in m way : LION amd TIOER,companion papers, surviTed together for a i



5:0%: Dne guestiom T meant tn ask earlier: I've pnever peen any scienca=-flctiom
worik by ryou,Would you like to do work for 2000 ADF

J.Cat Mo, ot that T'wve gtudied 2000 AD too much.This seema to imply san awful
indi Ffarensa but 1t'e Foally laek of ties in whiech to etudy thess Ethinge im
depth. Pt T don"t think 1°d be ereative snough to dresm up the wolrd and =on-
darful ol tuations, charpetors,in thona atylieped gtories.®obt by any meann. T
prefer kn dp contemporary or period subjects mach am "Cherley's War®, for which
I eam aarily obbaln Felferansa,

5.0e ¢ Belfara you wrobte the prafils for Dar Skinn's FANTAST ADVERTISER, warae
¥you awnre af an organiosd Qandos?

Jefa2z T had pheolutaly mo idea before Der Skinn'am proflle,mhd T was quites in=

triguad by it;Howaver;until you eontacted me about this intervies,1'd ot bees
a¥ara of pay other suekh publicationa besides Dexin.1'd sscumed bhers mast have
bean some arousd,but T've mo kmowledge as to whether 1t'a extemmiva or 1imd tad,

Gullai Do you think fandom im ameful 1n anyeay?

JeCat Tt merves as a reeruiting ground alsost,and a ge=od tralning ground for
ap apd coming artints who may desire to become proferaional.T dom't know how
developad 1t 1s in this country,! muat admit,bat I's pleased tn mas Lhat FiN-
TasT EXPRESS im geared tno Aritish conlicp.From my point of view,and ['m sure
for a lot of other artiste,being In contact with chaps lika you 18 & vary good
barometer to find ot what's happening,what the currant tremds are,and the
general poorlp in this particular trade.T for ome don't gat much inforsstlon
from any obther source,sspeclally from the offfce.Tt's like gotifimg blood fros
m obone - Ehay're oo Basy.

S.0l.: How do you aee your own DalareT

J.0:t Th thess uncertain timea T dom't like to delws tno deseply im the fubture,
Being enlf-mployed offers 11ttle moourity,even in this welfare state.Tou got
o pension other than the basle one,even thodgh ®s'we pald a high sarmingae-
ralatad inmarance.Tou get no fat, golden hondshakes whem we decide to hamg up our
ink pem & broghes.Frankly,sfter thirty Years of cofcemtrated sosle strip work,
i cartainly have no desire to aarcy om at thim pace for amother tem or fifteem
yoare, which 1m about all Tt'yo got left 16 activ®a T1fe.T think ths 1deal way to
bow oat gracefully would be to,if economics permit,redace grafually =y oatpat
of work, and enjoy an increase in lelmire ontil =y official retiremsnt ape.

S.00.% Bnd Bow do you oee comfice In this sountry developimg?

JaCet I cnats cam ba kept to A roasonable level and inflation deesn't get ont
af hend,T would harard rather a peonimistic guess that they'1l stay virtoslly
the ssm~ in format and mtory coatent.Bather a sobering thought.1'we & Ferling
they've panped thedr heyday and will never b& aer proli fMe afain.In an idenl
wirld T'd like to pee pome pew vigorous company take up the challonge,like the
ald FAGLE 414 in the "50g. I°A 1ike& &3 asé a Boteh of mew publicationa to
challenge the stagpmation.lots of fall solour work, geod artliste, with an abamd-
omment of latterprese, *hich T'va baen partisularly restrieed by,in favur of
photoll tho. Amd on that,here endeth the first lesson.

E.n.: Thanks for this interview;enpeacially as youo're Ao busy om “Charley's
ar”.

Jale: Thanke for sour lnterest.
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JOE COLQUHOUN

artist for Charley’s War
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